
Isaiah 11:1-10 (12/2/19) 
IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS FOR READING:  Adjust the 
mic so it’s pointing at your mouth. Don’t get more than a 
foot away from the mic. 
 
READER:  Please move to the lectern during the Music for Reflection and 
be seated.  When the music is finished approach the lecturn and say:  
 
Our Hebrew Scripture reading today is from Isaiah, chapter 11. The 

prophet predicts that the once great dynasty of King David, son of 

Jesse, has rotted to the core and will be reduced to a stump. But, 

addressing a people with an uncertain future, Isaiah paints a portrait 

of a new kind of Rule, one known for its justice and peace. As we wait 

for the long-expected King to be born into this world, may the words 

of the prophet continue to shape our imagination. 

 

Then a shoot will sprout from the stump of Jesse; 

         from Jesse’s roots, a branch will blossom: 

The Spirit of YHWH will rest on you— 

         a spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

         a spirit of counsel and strength, 

         a spirit of knowledge and reverence for YHWH. 

You will delight in obeying YHWH, 

         and you won’t judge by appearances, 

         or make decisions by hearsay. 

You will treat poor people with fairness 

         and will uphold the rights of the land’s downtrodden. 

With a single word you will strike down tyrants; 

         with your decrees you will protect your people from evil. 



 

Justice will be the belt around this your waist— 

         faithfulness will gird you up. 

Then the wolf will dwell with the lamb, 

         and the leopard will lie down with the young goat; 

         the calf and the lion cub will graze together, 

         and a little child will lead them. 

The cow will feed with the bear; 

         their young will lie down together. 

The lion will eat hay like the ox. 

The baby will play next to the den of the cobra, 

         and the toddler will dance over the viper’s nest. 

There will be no harm, no destruction 

anywhere in my holy mountain; 

for as water fills the sea, 

         so the land will be filled with knowledge of YHWH. 

On that Day, the Root of Jesse will serve as a symbol to the peoples 

of the world 

         —nations will flock to you, and your home will be a place of 

honor. 

  
 (Short Pause, then…) 
One: This is our sacred writings 

Many: Thanks be to God. 

 



 
Matthew 3:1-12 (12/8/19) 

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS FOR READING:  Adjust the 
mic so it’s pointing at your mouth. Don’t get more than a 
foot away from the mic. 
 
READER:  Please move to the lectern during the hymn of peace. When 
the Hymn is over please say:  
 
Our Gospel reading this morning comes from Matthew chapter 3, and 

is a rather peculiar reading for the Sunday of Peace.  Since the 

prophet Isaiah, the people of God have waited for the promised 

Kingdom. In the first century, John the Baptist appears, claiming the 

Kingdom is at hand and preparing the people to enter it when it is 

revealed. When religious leaders begin to come for show, he uses 

images of judgment to teach them what it really means to prepare for 

the Kingdom.  May this reading prepare us for our own entry into the 

Kingdom of Heaven: 

 

 At this time, John the Baptist appeared in the desert of Judea, 

proclaiming, “Repent! For the Kingdom of Heaven has come near!” 

         It was John that the prophet Isaiah described when he said, 

         “A herald’s voice cries in the desert: 

         ‘Prepare the way of our God, 

         make straight the paths of God!’” 

         John was clothed in a garment of camel’s hair and wore a 

leather belt around his waist. Locusts and wild honey were his food. 

At that time, Jerusalem, all Judea and the whole region around the 



Jordan were going out to him. John baptized them in the Jordan 

River as they confessed their sins. 

     

 

     When he saw that many of the Pharisees and Sadducees were 

coming to be baptized, John said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who 

told you to flee from the coming wrath? Bear fruit worthy of 

repentance! And don’t pride yourselves on the claim, ‘Sarah and 

Abraham are our ancestors.’ I tell you, God can raise children for 

Sarah and Abraham from these very stones! 

         “Even now the ax is laid to the root of the tree. Every tree that 

is not fruitful will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

         “I will baptize you in water if you have a change of heart, but 

the One who will follow me is more powerful than I. I’m not fit even to 

untie the sandals of the Coming One! That One will baptize you in 

the Holy Spirit and fire, whose winnowing-fan will clear the threshing 

floor. The grain will be gathered into the barn,  but the chaff will be 

burned in unquenchable fire.” 

  
 

 (Short Pause, then…) 
This is one of our sacred stories, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 


