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*The Communion Response VENI EMMANUEL 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Christ, all creatures here below.  
Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter, 
One God Triune, whom we adore.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. Amen 

 
Sending to Work for Peace 

 
*The Invitation to Respond  Zachary Helton 
 
*The Celebration with Carols 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, and the 
mountains in reply, echo back their joyous strains.  Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria 
in excelsis Deo. 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet 
head.  The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus, 
asleep on the hay. 

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; as you sang 
creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth:  Come and worship, come and 
worship, worship Christ give thanks and sing. 

 
*The Recessional and Closing Voluntary                                                                          
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The Worship of God 

December 8, 2019 
The Second Week of Advent—The Sunday of Peace 

 
Preparing for Worship 

 
Welcome to worship at Northminster Church.  
 
We believe that true worship is an active experience for each worshipper. As the 
preludes are offered, all are invited to apply our attention to preparation for worship.  
At this time, please silence all electronic devices.  
Whether you are a long-time member or visiting for the first time, please sign and 
pass the attendance register on the inside aisle of each row so we can know of your 
presence with us this morning. 
 
As we become aware of the presence of those seated near us—in their joy and 
sadness, their need and their plenty—let us enter into the realization that this hour 
provides for us an opportunity to encounter the Holy in the presence of this community 
of faith. We invite all to listen, pray and focus in preparation for the fullest possible 
experience of worship together. 

 
 
The Preludes  10:45 a.m. 
  
 
The Chiming of the Hour  11:00 a.m. 
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   *Please rise, if able, in body or in spirit. 

 

Gathering for Worship 
 
The Welcome and Call to Worship  Claire and Zachary Helton 

One: The day is near, and so we wait. 
Many: We wait for peace, 
One: for the brokenhearted to be healed,  

for the downtrodden to be lifted up. 
Many: We wait for peace to be born in this world, 
One: But this is not a passive waiting.  

So, People of God, let us sing into the silence. 
All: Let us light a candle against the darkness. 

 -Based on a call to worship by Joanna Harader 
 
The Lighting of the Advent Candle  Welton and Judy Gaddy    
 
*The Procession 
 
*The Opening Hymn No. 117          Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates 
  TRURO 
 

Remembering Who We Are 
The Prayer for Peace  Claire Helton 
  
The Music for Reflection   

“Peace is not merely a distant goal that we seek, but a means by which we arrive at 
that goal.”  – Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
Listening for Words of Peace 

 
The Hebrew Scripture Reading  Isaiah 11:1-10 

One: This is one of our sacred writings, Mark Windham 
Many: Thanks be to God. 
  

*The Hymn of Peace No. 108  Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old 
    (Stanza 1 is choir only; 2-4 all)  JUDAS AND MARY
   

*The Gospel Reading  Matthew 3:1-12 
One: This is one of our sacred stories.  John Boone 
Many: Thanks be to God. 

 
The Sermon   Zachary Helton 
 
The Anthem E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come Paul Manz 

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins, who loved us all and 
shared his life that we might saved be. Sing holy, holy to our Lord. The Lord, Almighty 
God who was and is and is to come. Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, rejoice 
on earth, ye saints below for Christ is coming soon!  E’en so Lord Jesus quickly come, 
and night shall be no more; they need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be 
their All!                                                             ~Adapted by Ruth Manz, from Revelation 22 

 
Sharing Holy Communion 

The Invitation to Communion  Zachary and Claire Helton 
 
The Prayer of Jesus (using ‘trespasses’) 
 
The Sharing of Communion 

The service of holy communion is a celebration of the presence of the Christ with us, 
among us, and through us. All are invited to approach God’s table, and, with 
thanksgiving, partake of the symbolic elements of the meal.  The elements are offered 
freely to everyone: wine in the common cup, and unfermented grape juice in the 
individual cups. For those who wish to take communion by intinction, i.e. dipping the 
bread, we ask that you use the individual cups. Gluten-free wafers are available in the 
small container on the bread tray. 

 
The Communion Anthem Let There Be Peace on Earth Miller/Jackson 
  arr. Jay Althouse 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me; the peace that was meant to be. 
God our creator, neighbors all are we. Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 
Let peace begin with me. Let this be the moment now. With every step I take let this 
be my solemn vow: to take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally.  


