
Welcome to Northminster 

Frederick Buechner once wrote: “The grace of God means something like: ‘Here is your life. You might 
never have been, but you are, because the party wouldn't have been complete without you. Here is the 
world. Beautiful and terrible things will happen. Don't be afraid. I am with you. Nothing can ever 
separate us. It's for you I created the universe. I love you.’” 

No matter what brought you in today, we are grateful you’re here, because we have a fuller glimpse 
of God’s face through you – your gender, your race, your sexuality, your theology, your stories, 
everything that makes you uniquely you. You are gifted with an inherent worth and dignity, and here 
we seek to honor that. Here, you are loved. 

If this is your first time, we hope you’ll feel free to participate in each element of our service today, 
including communion. All are welcome at God’s banquet table. We tune ourselves to God’s presence 
through sacred story, majestic music, thoughtful liturgy, and open-hearted prayer. Whether you’re just 
passing through or you’ve lived here a long time, we’d value the opportunity to get to know you more, 
so we hope you’ll stay for a few minutes after the service to talk to some of our members or the 
ministers at the front door. 

Welcome to Northminster! 

Children at Northminster 

Children are welcome to stay in the sanctuary with family and take part in worship. If you should 
choose, there are also child-care and children’s education opportunities available: 

• For infants through age two, a Nursery is provided during Sunday school and Worship.  

• Preschool age children are invited to attend the "Extended Session Sunday School" during the 
10:45am worship hour. Pre-kindergarten children will be engaged in a Bible lesson, periodic 
musical education lessons and play. 

• Children up to age 8 are also invited to attend their Sunday School during the 10:45 am 
worship hour with Bible lessons, art projects, periodic musical education and play. 

Upcoming Events 

Sunday, December 15 at 5pm: The Longest Night: A Service for Those Who Grieve 
Thursday, December 12 at 6pm: Book club and potluck at Debi Chandler’s home 

Thursday, December 12 at 6pm: Northminster night at the Food Bank 

Tuesday, December 17 at 7pm: The Northminster Choir presents Handel’s Messiah.  

Sunday, December 22 at 5:30pm: Annual Chili Supper at the home of DH and Craig.  

Tuesday, December 24 at 6pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight service. 

For more information about the goings on in the life of the church, see The Work of the People 
bulletin board or the newsletter posted in the hallway. 

Announcements 

December Mission Trunk:  Alliance of Baptist Offering  
The Alliance of Baptists is committed to theological home, pursuit of God’s justice, and partnership 
in mission. As our denominational affiliation, the Alliance is our way of connecting with likeminded 
Christians outside of our church and our community. This month our mission emphasis is our 
support of this larger body of faith. To contribute, make checks payable to Northminster and note 
in the memo line it is for the Alliance offering. 

Northminster Night at the Food Bank 
On Thursday, December 12 at 6pm the Northminster family gathers at the Food Bank of NELA to 
help pack food boxes. At least 15-20 folks are needed and a sign-up sheet is on the “Missions” 
board in the hall. Children ages 9 and up with parental supervision are welcome to assist. Please 
wear closed toed shoes and comfortable clothing. 

Northminster Book Club 
On Thursday, December 12 at 6pm the Northminster Book Club meets at the home of Debi 
Chandler. This is a place to build community by reading good books together with no other agenda. 
The first book will be Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens. Join us for good conversation and 
a potluck supper! 

The Longest Night: A Service for Those Who Grieve 
While the holidays are a season of joy for many, for those who are grieving the expectation of 
joyfulness can make the burdens they bear even heavier. In this service of grief we will hold space 
for all that we bring with us into the holidays. Join us at 5pm on Sunday, Dec. 15. 

Handel’s Messiah  
On December 17 at 7pm the Northminster Choir will once again present Handel’s Messiah.  On 
April 13, 1742, the music hall in Dublin resounded to the applause of an enthusiastic audience. For 
the first time in history, the great musical oratorio, Messiah, had been presented; and the 
conductor on that occasion, was none other than the composer himself, George Frederic Handel. 

Annual Chili Supper 
Our annual chili supper will be held on Sunday, December 22 at 5:30pm in the home of Dh and 
Craig, 2401 Point Dr. Please see the sign-up sheet in the hall for needed items.   

Northminster Youth 
Youth meet each Sunday from 5pm – 6:30pm. (This is a safe place for LGBTQ+ teens.)   

Northminster Podcasts  
  Sermons are available online and can be easily found on our Facebook page or our website. 

Stewardship 
 Attending business meetings is a good and easy way to engage in stewardship at Northminster. 

There, you can get a feel for commission work, financial reports, and other opportunities to help 
embody God’s love in this community by contributing resources. 

**Please do not remove flowers from the sanctuary during Advent.** 


