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 As the year 2018 began the transition team was in last leg of their work to prepare the 
church for the selection of a new pastor. On March 4 the team held its last conversation with the 
congregation. We deeply appreciate the time and effort of the transition team as they guided us 
through the process.  Our thanks to Jo Ann Alley, Anita Breen, Charles Creech, John Denison, Bill 
Kight, Jamie Parker, Patti Pate, and Carol Ann Tubbs. 
 
 In April the Pastor Search Committee was elected consisting of Page Atkins, Craig Henry, 
Jamie Parker, Patti Pate, Ellen Prather, Fred Rushing, and Carol Ann Tubbs.  They reviewed more 
than 50 resumes and conducted Skype and in person interviews with several select candidates. 
In October, after careful deliberation the committee unanimously recommended Claire and 
Zachary Helton as Senior Co-Pastors. The couple visited on the weekend of November 2-4 . After 
leading worship on November 4, a special business meeting was held, and the Helton’s were 
called as Senior Co-Pastors. They began their official ministry at Northminster on December 3. 
 
 Dr. Steve Jolly served as our Intentional Interim Pastor until Sunday November 11 at which 
time he was thanked for all his hard work and efforts to bring us to this point in our journey. A 
reception honoring Steve was held that afternoon at the home of Bobbye Legan. 
 
 Northminster’s music program continues to be an integral part of our worship experience. 
Through the leadership of Deborah Chandler, the choir not only provided weekly acts of worship 
but also presented Handle’s Messiah on December 18.  Our music program is supported by the 
continued talents of D.H. Clark on the organ as well as composition and arranging of music.  We 
were also blessed in 2018 to secure the full-time services of Justin Havard as pianist.  
Northminster continues to sponsor a choral scholarship program for talented students at ULM. 
 
 Northminster was also fortunate in 2018 to have Renee Decker continue as a full time 
Administrative Assistant.  Renee continues to work diligently to organize church business.  
Additionally, she keeps up our website, and after a year of research she was able to secure the 
password on our Facebook Page and is now the administrator of the page along with Jamie Parker 
and Mark Windham. Due to having the website and Facebook page, Northminster receives 
numerous inquiries into our church activities as well as receiving donations online. 
 



In 2018 our receipts totaled $222,250 which is $67,309 less than our Financial Ministry 
Plan of $289,559.  In addition, actual expenses were $25,048 above total receipts (this deficit 
does include $5000 transferred to maintenance reserve and $1000 transferred to 
organ maintenance reserve).  In November the church approved a 2019 Financial Ministry Plan 
of 287,859.00. 
 
 Average weekly church attendance in 2018 was 76 compared to an average of 82 in 2017.  
In 2018 we added three new members. 
 
 Northminster continues to belong to and support the Alliance of Baptists.  Our own Jo 
Ann Alley is currently a member of the board of directors of the Alliance. She was elected at the 
annual gathering in Dayton, Ohio which she and Steve Jolly attended. 
 

DH Clark and Craig Henry were not able to plan their annual visit to Cuba in 2018, mainly 
due to the work of the pastor search. However, their 2018 visit will actual be  January 31 through 
February 5, 2019. They are hopeful they will be able to schedule the 2019 annual visit for 
November and celebrate with Enmanuel the 25th anniversary of our partnership.  
 
 Northminster commissions continued to function within the church organization.  Their 
contributions are as follows: 
 
ARTS:   

The Arts Commission had a very successful year in which they displayed some wonderful 
works of art. In February Bette Kauffman’s “Creation Considered: Creature Encounters of the 
Fifth Kind” was presented, a photo art exhibit which ran through March.   Emily Caldwell’s art 
was displayed in late April and ran through mid-June.  The Annual Juried Art Competition for area 
high school students was held during Advent this year instead of the usual Easter-time exhibit. 
The theme was “Love Mercy” with three area schools participating.   

 
COLUMBARIUM: 
The Columbarium Commission opened up additional niches for sale this year. We continue to 
encourage members to consider this option for their own final arrangements.  
 
EDUCATION:  
The Education Commission supported several activities throughout the year.  The 3nd Annual 
Palm Sunday Lunch and Easter Egg Hunt was held for children and their parents. Orientation for 
New Members was held May 6 with 6 individuals attending. Lunch was provided.   Vacation Bible 
School for children ages 4-10 years of age was held June 10-13.  The event was well attended and 
very successful. The Education Commission provided arts and crafts activities with the help of the 
youth group. Baptist Youth Camp in North Carolina was held in July with three youth attending. 
In May, a youth led worship took place. The Young Adult Gathering Group has continued meeting 
on Sunday mornings and is now being led Claire and Zach Helton. 

. 
 



FAMILY MINISTRIES:  
The Family Ministries Commission kept busy this year meeting every third Thursday of the month. 
A new church directory was printed in January after all additions and corrections were completed 
by the commission.  Fifth Sunday lunches continued to be held as well as Congregational 
Luncheons (it’s not just for ladies anymore!)  Family Ministries also began discussion on a new 
Pictorial Directory. After conversations with the church administrative assistant, it was decided 
to create the pictorial “in-house”. Renee along with commission members took photographs and 
biographies of church members and created a file for each individual.  Renee is finishing up 
putting the directories together and care group leaders will begin distributing the books to their 
groups in February 2019. 

 
HOSPITALITY:  
The Hospitality commission hosted several events this past year including the farewell reception 
for Steve Jolly.  Some members of the commission also helped with the Agape Meal and helped 
coordinate and set up for the annual Chili Supper.  Lunch was served to the Charlotte Creech 
family prior to her funeral.  The commission continued the bi-monthly suppers held prior to 
business meetings.   

 
MISSIONS:  
The commission continued its support of the DeSiard Street Shelter with commission members 
and volunteers providing periodic assistance with the shelter breakfast.  The mission trunk 
continued, and the organizations that benefit from this mission received their donation at the 
end of the month that corresponded to them.  The CASA Christmas Project was a success; 
however, we did not sponsor individual children this year as they all had sponsors.  Instead we 
provided “filler gifts” targeting teenagers. CASA was most grateful for our contributions. 

 
OUTREACH:  
The commission continued to greet visitors, distribute bulletins and take attendance each 
Sunday.  New members and visitors were presented with Northminster coffee cups. 
 
PROPERTIES: 
In 2018 properties did not have to do anything on the sprinkler system mainly because God 
provided rain at the right times when watering was needed. We did not have to turn on the 
system at all; therefore, it will still be a problem in 2019. The A/C units made it through another 
summer. So far, everything seems to be holding together for 2019. We will continue to do annual 
service on the unit. The lighting system in the sanctuary does need updating. We probably can 
get through 2019 without any major expenses; but long term, we need to address the age of our 
equipment. As regards the organ, we will probably have to have an organ turn-up. We do save 
monthly for this expense, so the funds will be available when Dr. Clark decides that it is needed. 
 
STEWARDSHIP: 
Stewardship Commission sponsored a hymn sing on Sunday evening, February 25.  In addition to 
congregational hymns, we were accompanied by and entertained by the Homegrown Band of 
Bastrop, a group featuring our own Renee Decker.  The event was well attended.  In September 



and October, "A Minute for Stewardship" was presented at four Sunday services, by members, 
Carol Ann Tubbs, Craig Henry, Fred Rushing and Mara Loeb. Each gave their insights into the 
importance of giving to Northminster Church. 
 
WORSHIP:  
The Worship Commission continues to function in a quiet, almost invisible way providing a sense 
of continuity to our worship services. Carol Rispoli, who for years supplied fresh baked loaves of 
bread for each Sunday’s communion, retired and was honored in October for her service to the 
church. A donation was made in her name to Bread for the World organization. Hannah Clark and 
Peggy Burns have graciously stepped up and are now supplying our communion bread. A worship 
leader from this commission is assigned each month to prepare the communion elements and 
secure readers and communion servers. Brian Evans serves as acolyte. A flower committee 
comprised of Ellen Prather, Laura Duke, Robert Crawford and Richard Decker, co-chaired by 
Peggy Caskey and Marilyn Decker offers the wonderful gift of floral design each Sunday to the 
total worship experience. In August the commission offered alternative versions of the Lord’s 
Prayer each Sunday in the place of the King James version usually recited by the congregation 
prior to communion. Covenant Sunday celebrating the twenty-ninth anniversary of 
Northminster’s founding was celebrated on September 16.  Also, two baby dedications were held 
in September: Liam and Holden Fisher and Owen Higginbotham.  
 
LOOKING FORWARD: 

2018 was a pivotal year for Northminster Church.  We completed the transition process 
and selected new senior co-pastors. Northminster is and has always been an open and caring 
group of people who believe in the inclusivity of the Gospel.  
 

Financially Northminster is sound.  Our receipts were slightly higher than 2017 but we did 
reduce our bank balance by about $20,000 for the year. 

  
The slight drop in attendance in 2018 is not alarming, but it does remind us that we must 

face the issues of outreach as well as retention of new members. Northminster’s future is bright 
with promise with our new leadership in place. With their unique talents, the Helton’s bring 
energy and renewed commitment to our community and our ability to reach new members. 

 
God bless us as we begin this new chapter at Northminster Church. 
  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Fred Rushing, Chair 
Coordinating Council 


