
BOOKS FOR CUBA 

by Craig Henry 

 

 The older we get the harder it is to be “pack horses for Jesus” (as we have jokingly referred to 

ourselves) when we make our annual mission trip to Cuba. However, this year there were some books 

we really needed to take, so we divided them among the four of us, and they safely arrived. 

 The story about the first set of books actually began about 20 years ago when Northminster 

member Mike Rabun was a part of the our large delegation visiting that year. When Mike, who was an 

addiction counselor, discovered there was no Alcoholics Anonymous presence in Ciego de Avila, he 

promised to send some AA books to help get a group started. Somehow, despite there then being no 

direct mail service between the US and Cuba, the books were successfully delivered. 

 Our partner church, Iglesia Bautista Enmanuel, welcomed the first and thereafter succeeding AA 

groups to meet in their facility. More recently the AA groups have been meeting in Enmanuel’s spacious 

community center, which formerly was the home of Enmanuel’s founding pastor, now pastor emeritus, 

Noel Fernandez and wife Ormara Nolla. The community center is another story for later. We are told 

that in the past 20 years many hundreds of people have been helped in part because of the seed Mike 

Rabun planted and the initial set of books he sent. Several of those folks have become active members 

at Enmanuel. 

 When we received news that the AA groups needed some additional books, Northminster 

member John Denison was quick to volunteer to order them. Our delegation presented them to the 

leadership of one of the AA groups prior to one of their meetings, and they were most appreciatively 

received. We were told that many more lives will be positively touched by this gift.  

 For the second story about books there is some sadness and some joy. The sad part is that Dr. 

Gaddy was cleaning out his library at Northminster and trying to figure out what books he had room for 

at his new home office and which he needed to dispose of. The joyful news is that one set of books got 

another appreciative new home with Enmanuel’s pastor Eduardo Gonzalez.  

 Each of the four of us took a volume of the four-volume set The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the 

Bible, a set that Welton has used many times in studying the Bible and in sermon preparation. In going 

through his books to “discard” he thought about Eduardo and how helpful the books could be to him. 

Eduardo received them with much thankfulness, knowing what a great resource they can be to him--and 

also because they were a gift from and greatly treasured by his pastoral mentor Welton Gaddy. 

 Another couple of good stories of why we must still be “pack horses for Jesus”. 

     


