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The Communion Anthem O Splendor Bright Dana Mengel 
O splendor of God’s glory bright, O thou who bringest light from light; O Light of light, 
light’s living spring, O day, all days illumining. O thou true Sun, on us thy glance let 
fall in royal radiance; Spirit’s sanctifying beam upon our earthly senses stream. O Lord 
this prayer we now implore, Father of glory evermore; the Mother of all grace and 
might to banish sin from our delight. To guide what ever we nobly do, with love all 
envy to subdue; to make ill fortune turn to fair, and give us grace our wrongs to bear. 
Amen.                      – Ambrose of Milan, 4th century. Tr. by Robert S. Bridges, 1844-1930, alt. 

 
*The Communion Response  LAAST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Christ, all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter, 
One God Triune, whom we adore.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen. 

 
Sending to Respond to God’s Word 

 
*The Invitation to Respond  Claire Helton 
 
*The Hymn of Response No. 526  We Are Marching in the Light of God 
  SIYAHAMBA 
 
*The Recessional and Closing Voluntary  Sigfrid Karg Elert 
 With Drums and Cymbals  
 
*The Benediction  Claire Helton 
 

 

 
 

The Worship of God 
February 23, 2020 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 

Preparing for Worship 
 

Welcome to worship at Northminster Church.  
 
We believe that true worship is an active experience for each worshipper. As the 
preludes are offered, all are invited to apply our attention to preparation for worship.  
At this time, please silence all electronic devices.  
Whether you are a long-time member or visiting for the first time, please sign and 
pass the attendance register on the inside aisle of each row so we can know of your 
presence with us this morning. 
 
As we become aware of the presence of those seated near us—in their joy and 
sadness, their need and their plenty—let us enter into the realization that this hour 
provides for us an opportunity to encounter the Holy in the presence of this 
community of faith. We invite all to listen, pray and focus in preparation for the fullest 
possible experience of worship together. 

 
The Preludes  10:45 a.m. 
 Prelude in C minor – Antonio Solér 
 Toccata and Fugue in D – Johann Ernst Eberlin 
 Sheep May Safely Graze – J.S. Bach 
 
The Chiming of the Hour  11:00 a.m. 
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   *Please rise, if able, in body or in spirit. 

 

Gathering for Worship 
The Welcome and Call to Worship  Zachary and Claire Helton 

One: Beyond our busyness, behind the cold and the rain, 
Many: There is a glow, a glory born of heaven, reaching out to each one of us. 
One: There is a light that shines through the clouds, an invitation that transfigures the 

world; 
Many: That transforms darkness into hope, that brings new life from a cross. 
One: In glory, God meets us here just as we are. 
Many: In unconditional love, God raises us from depths of valley to the height of the 

mountain;  
One: Transfigures us into the glorious image of Christ. 
 So, let us worship on that mountain. Let us hear again that age-old invitation:  
All: “This is my Child, my Beloved - listen well!” 
 Amen. 
 -Based on a Call to Worship by Rev. Rob Smith 
 

*The Procession 
 
*The Opening Hymn No. 184  O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair 
  DEO GRACIAS 
 

Tuning Our Hearts in Prayer 
The Pastoral Prayer  Zachary Helton 
   
The Music for Reflection After a Dream Gabriel Fauré 

“Everyone is wrapped in a holy light, which shines brightest in our hour of love.” 
 – Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev  

 
 Listening for a Word from God 

 
The Hebrew Scripture Reading  Exodus 24:12-18 

One: This is one of our sacred stories, Zachary Helton 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
*The Gospel Acclamation  DH Clark 

The light of Good News shines forth! Glory be to you, O Christ. 

*The Gospel Reading Matthew 17:1-9 
One: This is one of our sacred stories,   
All: Thanks be to God. 
Choir: May the light of these words guide our path. Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 
*The Hymn No. 182  We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding 
  HYFRYDOL 
    
The Sermon Claire Helton 
 
The Anthem  Carl F. Shalk, Text-Vajda 
 Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain 

Jesus, take us to the mountain where with Peter, James, and John, we are dazzled by 
your glory, light as blinding as the sun. There prepare us for the night by the vision of 
that sight. What do you want us to see there, that your close companions saw? Your 
divinity revealed there fills us with the self-same awe. Clothed in flesh like ours you 
go matched to meet our deadliest foe. What do you want us to hear there, that your 
dear disciples heard? Once again the voice from heaven says of thee incarnate Word: 
“Listen everyone, this is my beloved one.”  
 

Sharing Holy Communion 
 
The Invitation to Communion 
 
The Prayer of Jesus (using ‘trespasses’) 
 
The Sharing of Communion 

The service of holy communion is a celebration of the presence of the Christ with us, 
among us, and through us. All are invited to approach God’s table, and, with 
thanksgiving, partake of the symbolic elements of the meal.  The elements are offered 
freely to everyone: wine in the common cup, and unfermented grape juice in the 
individual cups. For those who wish to take communion by intinction, i.e. dipping the 
bread, we ask that you use the individual cups. Gluten-free wafers are available in 
the small container on the bread tray. 


