
MINUTES OF THE BUSINESS MEETING 
NORTHMINSTER CHURCH 

January 19, 2020 
 
 
The regular business meeting of Northminster Church was called to order by Peggy Burns, Chair of the 
Coordinating Council, at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Prayer concerns were expressed for Morgan Meyer, Anita Breen, Paulette Cappel, Kristen Oden, Nellie 
Cicero, Pam Givens, and Buddy Moore.  Claire Helton offered a prayer. 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as presented. 
 
Financial Report:  Connie Smallwood presented the financial report.  Please see the report for details. 
 
Membership Report:  Northminster Church currently comprises 325 members; eleven new members 
were added last year. 
 
Staff Report:  The staff report was given by Claire Helton.  The Agape Meal was a success, the highlight 
of the evening being the sharing of personal stories. The Longest Night, a new service providing a space 
for grief during the holidays, was added this year.  Both the Messiah and Christmas Eve services were 
successes.  Detainee visitation training with a national speaker was held; it was well attended by 
members of both church and community.  The Daughters of Eve production, a retelling of the stories of 
women in Scripture, will be presented during Lent in a reader’s theater format.  Anyone interested in 
being a part of the cast is welcome.    
 
Commission Reports: 
 
Arts:  The commission has several ideas but has not met yet. 
 
Columbarium:  No report 
 
Education:  This group has not met yet.  Its main focus initially will be to continue working on 
benchmarks.  The committee hopes to make arrangements for the Strickland Lectures this year. 
 
Family Ministries:  A meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 23.  Distribution of family directories 
will be addressed in addition to a re-examination of the purpose of this commission and possible ideas 
for expansion into other areas.  
 
Hospitality:  No report 
 
Missions:  No report 
 
Outreach:  No report 
 
Properties:   The problem in the ladies’ toilet has been fixed; the floor drain in that bathroom also needs 
repair.  It was suggested that the Adopt a Bed approach for maintaining the church landscape might be 



extended to address other similar maintenance needs.  The lighting board in the church may need to be 
replaced.  It may also be time to consider painting the church interior. 
 
Stewardship:  This commission is looking for new ideas to approach church stewardship. 
 
Worship:  After Easter this group will be organizing some opportunities for education in the area of 
worship.  Readers and communion servers are needed.  Anyone who would like to carry the cross or 
candle during worship is welcome. 
 
Unfinished Business:  There is a need to continue to determine the necessities for providing church 
security, including an examination of church safe policy.  Members were reminded not to lend out 
church keys, and to lock up and turn out the lights before leaving the church.  Other reminders included 
not leaving one person in the church alone and locking the front door when having a small meeting.  
More information with respect to church safety will follow. 
 
Old Business:  None 
 
New Business:  Connie Smallwood  was re-elected treasurer.  Susan Roberts was re-elected membership 
secretary.  Jo Ann Alley gave the State of the Church report; see the written report for details.   
 
Peggy reminded those present that Northminster is a lay ministry church. Appreciation was expressed 
for those who serve on commissions.  All commissions should think about plans and goals that will best 
serve the church. Attendance at commission meetings is important. Commission members should 
review the responsibilities with which they are charged when setting goals; they should consider what 
might be added or expanded. Commission members were reminded to notify their liaisons about 
commission meetings.  In addition, current church safety policies should be reviewed in commission 
meetings.   
Zach touched on the unique composition of each commission and encouraged these groups to use the 
particular talents and interests of their members in determining what direction the group will take. 
Thanks were expressed for the church’s hosting of the Monroe Symphony concert featuring Justin 
Havard. 
D.H. encouraged attendance at The Lifespan of a Fact, a Cathy Webb production. 
Peggy ended the meeting by proposing the goal of maintaining a positive attitude. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Susan Roberts 
Secretary 
 
 
 


